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IV. ON THE CHINESE TEA-TBADE WITH TIBET.' 

Tnouoa very widely cultivated in sell-oh'uan, tea does not form the enbject of any 
cowiderable expbrt. With oertain exception@, it  merely enppliee the loal 00x1- 

sumption, and with respect to the pmbabiiity of ib ever being exported to foreip 
wnntries, i t  ie enough to my t b t  it  ie generally innipid to European bte,  and in 
many caaea sctuaUy nauseona In.the hilly oonntry which bomb Sati-ch'oan on 
the east, a variety ie grown which po6msea a good repncstion among the natives, 
but the quantity b d The eaetern provinoer already fivnieh more tea than the 
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foreign market demandq and t h m  oeem maon to doubt whether even that demrnd 
dl be maintained in the hce af the ruperior and aaknowledged excellence of Indian 
terr 

Them 4 howem, one point of @ and inccePeing intemt in thin connexion, 
viL the export of W-chhra tea into Tibetan countries A good deal h ~ s  been 
written, without much c i r c u ~ t i a l  foundation, on this mbject, in mpport of a 
project for wpplying Tibet with dsrram tera Tbe matter d v e a  it& into the 
consideration of route, q d i t y ,  qarntity, and prioa--rmbjecte on which I have 
collected some liirly p i m  information. 

The area on which tea for the Tiimtan market is grown, and of which the city of 
Yrchou may be considered the centre, M i t  is also the h e a d q w t s n  of the manufao- 
tnre, includes six or eight diahictu, of which the chief are Huneya, Ming-nhan, 
Ch'inng-choo, h h a u ,  and Ynng-ching, covering roaghly about 2500 eqnare milea 
The trees are grown on the hill-ddea or in the hedgerow of the fielda, and, though 
abundant, are not oonspicuoua ; indeed i t  requiree a esarch to dhmver them, round 
Yq-ching at any xate, among the thick brash which covere everything but the cul- 
tivated fields. They am acmbby and straggling plants, very diffmnt in appearance 
from the carefully tended bushes of Eastern China, and are allow& to attain a m d  
greater height, reaching to nine or ten feet, perhapa, on the average. The m r  
leavea are about 21 i n c b  long. I codd not diacover that any care is devoted to 
them; but they seem to require very little, as far as the mere health of the plant ir 
concerned, aud not the excellence of the leavea The native belief, that they ue 
liable to injury from the attacks of certain boring inaecte, ie probably emeoua.  
I m t e  rarely attack any p i e a  of tree uulese i t  is already dhaed. 

Mr. T. T. Cooper's experience of the Yung-chiig tea-plants is much the same ae 
my own. Unlike that which producea the tea exported to Europe,'' he w r i t .  "it 
ia a tall tree, often 16 feet high, with a large and a r e e  leaf. Little care is be- 
stowed on the cultivation. I t  is often planted along the borders of 6elb and home- 
steads, each fanner gathering hie d crop of tea, and 6nding a ready sale for it in 
Yachon to merchants who pay the Government enormow sums for the monopoly." 
Thii account contraate strongly with the same traveller's description of the tee plan- 
tetione below Yachou, where, he aye, the best brick-tea for Tibet is grown, "The 
whole country formed a aeries of large gardens, without a single fence to divide the 
different plantations, and kept in the most sorupuloue order, the treee, which stood 
a b u t  four feet high, being neatly trimmed, and planted in rows four feet apart. The 
numerow homesteads which were visible were surrounded with belta of large 
tea treea, growing to a height of 12  to 15 feet." I paeeed through the name 
country, but was not so strongly impreseed with the extent of 6he cultivation ; but 
i n  any case, the Tiheten *trade draws a very small contribution from trim plants- 
tions, but ia supplied from shrubs which are left pretty much to t h e d v e e ,  and for 
all the traveller can see might be wild planta 

They yield tea available for the market in the fourth year of growth, and for 
many snbaequent years. Tho harveat is ready in the end of June, &d there are threo 
pickings; the beat is the young upper leaven from treea of all ages, the second con- 
sists of the leaves of young plant4 and the third includee everything else that can be 
epared, k i n g  mostly twigs and sticks, with a scant proportion of coarse foliage. The 
Chinese are epicures enough to retain all the first quality for themwlvee, and m a t  of 
the m u d ,  asserting that the Tibetans-whom, by the way, they regard an savages 
-would not appreciate them. The tea of Tibetan consumption conairts, tllerefom, 
almost entirely of the merest refuse. I caw great quantities of this being brought in 
from the country on the backs of coolies in buridlen eight feet long by newly a yanl 
broed, and supposed it  to be fuel ; i t  looks like braehwood, and ia in fact r p e r d y  
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branches broken off the tress and dried in  the mn, without any pretence a t  picking. 
I t  sells in Yung-ching for 2000 cash a picul a t  the outside, nud ita quality may be 
j J g e d  from a comparison of this prim with that of the common tea drunk by the 
poorer classes in the neighbourhood, which is about 20,000 cash a picul. I t  is therc- 
fore no exaggeration to my that the tea of the Tibetan market is ten times worn 
than the w&t tea in China. 

Having purchased this tea brushwood, the manufactnm proceed to make i t  11p 

for the ignorant Tibetan, as they themaelves call him. The leaves and twigs, already 
eun-dried, are steamed in a cloth suspended over a boiler. The mould ntands closo 

uasec- by, four stout board8 set up on end and secured with bitta, the interior havin, 
tion of about nine inches by 31. Inside i t  is placed a neatly woven mat M e t ,  
mmewhat smaller in eection than the mould ; the stsnmed and softened lmves with 
the finer twigs are dropped into the cavity by small quantities a t  a time, m d  a little 
r i w m t e r  being added to agglutinate the mass, it ia oonsolidated, layer after layer, 
by forcible blows from a wooden rammer hod with a heavy iron shoe. The career 
sticks are dried and ground to powder, and intereperaed ad libifurn among the con- 
glomerate of leaves and twigs. The basket being flexible, and a little smaller than 
the mould, keep  the cake from taking the angular shape which it  would otherwise 
m m e ;  the coruers being rounded off, i t  ie leas liable to injury from the hard 
knocb it will have to encounter ou the r d  to Tibet. The mould is taken to 
pieces, the cake, with ite mat envelope, is brought back to the fire over which it- 
a m p i t i o n  wae originally steamed, and when it  is thoroughly dried, the end6 of the 
envelope are closed up, m d  the long narrow package, called a p, is ready for 
tramport to Te-chien-lu. This was the process of manufacture as I saw it  conducted 
in Ynng-ching. The cnke thus formed is fairly dense when it imea  from the mould ; 
but the drying and the casualties of the road coneiderably looaen its conhtency ; 
and as the tea ia weighed in its steamed condition, the theoretical weight is much 
reduced when it is dried. The quantity of wet tea in the Ymg-ching p k a P  ie 
fourteen catties, which diminish to a b u t  eleven. The Yachon cakes are longer, and 
weigh, or purport to weigh, eighteen catties in the saturated state. On arrival at 
Te-chien-ln the cakes are oat into portions which then receive the name of 
" bricks" (dwn) and are repacked. Brick," however, ie hardly an appropriate 
term. They are rather clode of not very closely matted foliage some nine or ten 
inches by seven, and three inchea thick, containing a good deal more stick tban 
lest 

The beet kind of tau, Mr. Cooperwas informed, ia spread in the sun till slightly 
withered, and then rolled with the hand until moist with the exudation of the sap. 
In  this state i t  is rolled into balk about the size of a largo tea-cup, and laid np until 
i t  ferments. I t  is then ready for the wooden brick moulds" I h a r d  nothing of 
this, bat there is no reason for doubting the credibility of Mr. Cooper's informant. 
Such a p r e p t i o n  muet, however, be rare and exceptional. 

The packages are conveyed to Ta-chien-ln by tea-portere or on mule-back. A 
porter carries twioe ae much as a mule, but a male travels a good deal more than 
twice aa faet ae a porter. The man's burden is m g e d  on a light wooden frame- 
work dispoeed along the whole of hia back, and rising in a curve over his shoulders 
and high above his head, the etrnctnre W i g  supported by a couple of slings, gene- 
rally made of ooir, through which his arms are passed. The great weighta that can 
be camed in this manner are certainly astonishing. Von Richthofen writes, "There 
is probably no road in the \vorld where such heavy loads are carried by man acnm 
high mountains Six or seven pao is ooneidered a small load; ten or eleven is 
the average; and, incredible as it  may appear, I have seen frequently ss much as 
thken camed by onemen. I was ammred that come men carry eighteen pao, or 324 
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statement. Accepting it. however, for want of a better, this will give us the total 
Tibetan export from Ta-chien-lu to Batang almcet cractly ten million English 
pounds, which, a t  the pricea given below, are worth in l'a-chien-lu Rs. 1,814,400, 
or say 160,0002.* 

An addition of no great importanoe should perhap be made for the tea which 
escapee the payment of dnty. The smuggled total a n n o t  be grcat, since there is 
but one route to Te-chien-lo, closed in aa i t  approachee the town by steep mountains 
covered with perpetual wow. But there ia an item, too considerable to be alto- 
gether neglected, which enten, Tibet aa part of the baggage of officials, and which 
eecapea all dutiee except t h m  on the permit. Other goode, such M silk, deo orom 
the frontier in this way ; but i t  is mostly by m a o r  of tea that the Chins#, resideat 
officials feather their n& Of these administratore and their gains, the Tibetam 
say, "They come to our country without trowsers, and go away with a thousand 
lwzW3e-ylrke." 

At Ta-chien-la the tee pews into Tibetan hands, and being wrappd, liku all 
Tibetan goodq in skim, is conveyed on pkaaddlee  to Batang. The eaddle Q a 
mnch lighter contrivance than the cumbrous framework employed by the Chinese, 
and is probably equal in eEiciency to any that  ha^^ been invented. Two light h r d s ,  
not more than 14 inchee long, thickly padded with cloth and felt, are connected by 
two wooden bows. The girth is drawn c l a e  to the fomlegs, and a braasting whioh 
lies very low down on the animal's breset, is made fast, not to the caddie, but to the 
girth. A bmhing ,  lying still lower than the breasting, is also oonnected with the 
girth ; but in addition to this the d d l e h r d s  are mured to a cmpper consisting, 
in the cases I saw, of a straight stick a foot long, althongh the Tibetans employ for 
riding ordinary cruppers covered with eoft 1eather.t From the bowq which stand 
l i g h  on the animal's back, loops of hide depend, and the psckagea are ineerted into 
t h e  or -hipped, almost in an instant The d d l e  and all ib appurtenances, 
weighed by myself, belanced sixteen English pounds, which doen not of courseinclude 
the numerous layem of sheep-skin ddlecloth.  The boerds are nearer together, 
and consequently lie mnch higher on the doml  ridge than in the Enropean arraoge- 
ment. Theywill fit any animal, being equally adaptable by a judicious disposition 
of dd le -c lo th  to the prominent chine of a donkey, or the rotund hump of a pak. 
One advan- claimed for the system of auepending the p a c k a p  in loops ia that, 
if the burden strikes a projecting rock or other obetacle in a dangerous pasq it 
beamen detached, and Llls down the precipice without overbalancing the animal. 
A hone, mule, or yak csmea by this means a load not exceeding 160 lba ; a dro 

* Them mwt be mme midalre or mbpriut here. According Q Mr. Baber's flgnrer, 
the number of better claw brickn will be 2G of !2,592,000, or 518,400. Them weigh from 
55 to 60 Chinese oanoea each ; my 574, which will give the tobl weight of the better 
c h a  tea 29,808,000 Chinese ooircea or 1,863,000 cattien, equal to 2,484,000 Englielr 
pounds. The nnmber of inferior o h  Moks will be fn of !2,592,000, or 2,M3,G00. Them 
weigh from 42 to45 Chinem ounoes em11 ; my 434, wliicli will give the total weight of 
tlie inferior olere tea 89,164,800 Chinese ounces or 5,573,425 cattie& equal to 7,431,293 
English ponnda The total weight in English pounds will therefore bo 2,481,000 + 
7,431,233, eqnnl to 9,915,235, or na Mr. Bober says, almost exactly 10 millione. 

The value of the better claw ten, however, will be 2,484,000 Il~e, a t  3.4 annns, 
527,725 rnpeea Tho value of the inferior clnse tea will be 7,181,2.53 at 2.7 annar 
1,254,021 rum and the total value of the two c1en.m will be 527,725 + 1,254,091, 
qua1 to 1,781,746 rupeea Taking the rupee at In. M., tLb would nlnount to 148,4isl. 
+w. GI.] 

t The stmight otiok raa the invarinble form of crupper noticed by me in thb 
country.+W. (3.1 
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is capable of supporting 240 lbc  The dco is a hybrid between a cow and a p k ,  
and is a much 1nrge.r be& than hie sire. The yak's forehead is round; that of the 
d m  is I t ;  his horm are larger and hi tail longer and lese hairy. He three 
timee M mnch M a yak. The male d m  in the plonghiig animal of Tibet. The 
female yields a greater quantity of milk than any other bovine, and the butter, 
which keeps good for a whole year, ie the k t  for making tea-- taat which will 
palliate thii digmaion. 

'I'he manufacturer is of oourae not n d l y ,  nor I believe often, the exporter. 
The comparison of expenditnn, and profit runs thaq taking four b r icb  of oommon 
ter aa the unit :- 

b b .  
Eleven oottiea of leaven, &a. . . . . . . . . . .  200 
Doen on permit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  50 . . . .  Doee at Lu-ting Bridge and Ta-chien-la 88 
Freight from Yang-chbg to Tn-ahien-la . . . .  820 . . . . . . . .  Preparation and packing (my) 100 - 

706 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sale at Ta-clien-lu 1240 - 
531 - 

A brick of the common ter, which forms about four-fiftlu of the whole trade, 
weighs from 42 to 46 Chinese ounces, or say 60 English, and mlle in Ta-chien-lu for 
Tla  0'2, and in Batang for Tls. 0.32 or one rnpee. The better quality veigha 76 
English ounces, canting one rupee in Ta-chien-lu end Tln 0'46 in Batang. I n  other 
worda, the price in annae per English p n n d  in- 

T.-cblm.lo Brtrs 
(-). (."W'f. . . . . . . . . . .  Batter quality %& . . . .  4T5 . . . . . . . . . .  Commou ditto 2& ., ., 43, 

I was told that L k  p r i m  are about double t h w  of Batang. From Ta-chieu-lu 
to Batang there are eighteen stagen, and from Bateing to L h a m  forty-six. Any de- 
viation from this main route iocmwa the price enormously; a t  Yerkdo, for instance, 
which is only seven stages or so from Batang, but not on the high rod, tea is M dear 
as in Lhaesa 

Xr. Cooper was widely misled on theee points. He evidently deduced his p r im 
per pound from the cost of a peq having understood by that term one of the 
ordinary psokagee of 18 theoretical catties But the p, by which permits are 
iseued, and tea is sold and quoted, is five large paokagea Mr. Cooper's results 
are consequently five times too great. Prices were much the =me in his time as at  
preeent. 

I t  is probable that most cf the:tea which leaves M e n - l u  is paid for in rupees, 
m the export of Tibetan woollens cannot do mnch more than balance the supply of 
cotton cloth and silk. The rapid indux of thew coins during the last fifteen yeam 
is remarkable ; imfore that perid they were rare, but have now become the currency 
of Tibet, and are counted, instead of being valued by weight. Great quantities are 
melted down by the Chinese in Ta-chien-In, the Tibetans being nnable to d u c c  
them. Mr. Cooper alludes to the practice of melting them in Lhassa, hut we know 
h m  Abbe Huc that the smiths of that city are Nipalese or other foreigners. 011 
my asking a Tibetan why it was necessary to melt them down at all, he replied 

-- 

This refem top*  410 of Mr. Cooper's 'Pioneer of Commerce '; but what he than  
writer con5icb with hb previoocr remarks on page 173. 
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that if they did not do so, they would have no use for such an immense quantity. 
I t  is clear that there must be a M e  of a o  small proportions between Tibet and 
India. For exchange with Chinese silver in Ta-cbien-lu, the rupees are weighed 
against the silver, and two rnpeea are added for every ten Chinese ounces. Ruaeian 
roubles are beginning to put in nn appearance, but only three of thcm wem found 
in a payment of 1800 rupees. 

A coin is called in Tibetnn tchran-Xta. Rupees are called Pei-Zing tclrran-ka, 
i.e. English coins; the derivation of P d l i n g  is unknown. Another name 
is Psi-Zing ngo-mu, i. e. English woman-faca Georgian and Victorian r u p  are 
clistinguished as p'o-tu and mdu, meaning male-head and female-head.  tho^ 
which benr a crowned proaentment of Her Majesty are named Lama t M u  or  
vagabond Lama, the crown having been mistaken for the head-gear of n religious 
mendicant. The same coin k known to the Chineae as Lama-t'ou, Lama'lr head, 
doubtless a corruption of the Tibetan. 

Before the introduciion of rupees, tea-bricks were used as currency, and even now 
in Batang a brick of ordinary tea is not merely worth a rupee, but in r certain sense 
is a rupee, being accepted, without minute regard to weight, jwt  like the silver coin, 
as legal tender. Since the influx of rupeee this 'tea-coinage hae been very seriously 
debased, having now lost 26 per cent. of its original weight. The aystem of a double 
monetary stnndard ia approaching its end, a t  any rate in Tibet. For in May leat 
the L a w  of the Batang monastery having hoarded a great treaaure of bricks, 
found it  impoeaible to exchange them a t  par, and had to put up with a loss of 38 
per mnt. 

To the Tibetan, tea is more than a Iusu ry ; i t  is an a h l u t e  necessars. Deprived 
of the coetly, but indispensnble, astringent, he ruflem from headache, grows nervous, 
reatless, out of condition, and altogether unhappy, In outlying districts, mothers 
are careful to keep the d u c t i v e  beverage from their children for fear leet they 
rhould grow up unable, on o o d o n ,  to go without it. And yet, to European taste, 
&e infasion, as prepared by Tibetam, is the remotest possible imitation of tea. 

The Tibetan tea-pot ia a wooden chum, much like a butter-churn, into which the 
boiling infusion is ~ured through  a strainer; a little salt is added, and some twenty 
rttokea applied with a dasher p i e d  with five holea A lump of butter is then 
thrown in, and the compound is again churned with from 100 to 160 stralrea, admin- 
istered with much precision and regularity. The tea is' then ready for drinking. It 
will be remarked that, with the subtitution of salt for sugar, the Tibetsn preparation 
is of much the same composition as the tea drunk in England ; but the pmmw of 
the mlt is not perceptible, and with the beat intention in the world I could detect no 
flavour of tea, I t  h im-ible eccnrately to describe the t a t e  of the infusion ; but 
to force a comprimn,it ia mmething like weak English tea with rich milk, but 
without any sugar or taz. And yet nobody would miatrke i t  for milk and water, 
rtill l e a  for butter and water ; for the tea principle d e c b  the flavour, while itself 
m a g  modified into m e  un-tea-like astringent. 

1t is evident that mtringency is the property desired, d n g  that the many 
tboumnd Tibetans who cannot afford tea nee oek b r k  in ita stead. 

The tes-cup of the Tibetan is a wooden bowl, not d d o m  an object of Mgh priw 
and elaborak workmawhip, c d  in precious metala and encmted with few& I n  
t h h  he allows the tea to stand for a minute or two,and when the butter floata freely 
oa the surface, he blows i t  off into another bod. The natloml hrinaceoun food L 
tramp, flour of grilled corn. The consumer takes up a portion of thii between 
the t i p  of hir fingpn and thumb, and opening them with a jerk flicks it over the 
batter; then moulding i t  into oon&ency, he eats the immature p i e d  without 
further formality, whing  i t  down with the tea. Thii is the chsraotRrintic nutriment 
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of Tibelana Two English pounds of butter and ten onnca of tea are a liberal, but 
not lavish, allowance for twenty drinkers for one day. 

As far aa Betang is concerned, thcre is little prospect in all this of an outlet for 
Indian tea; but it  is difficult to conceive how the idea of trading hetween Aesam and 
that place could ever have been conceived. I t  ~ i b l y  a m  from an imprmion 
that Betang is a Chinese city, wherw it  is a m a l l  Tibetan town of 200 housee, 
eighteen days T i t  from the true Chinese border by a track which, practically 
cloeed in winter, croeses four paeeor at  varionu elevations between 14,000 and 17,000 
feet, according to the careful and corrected obeervatione of Captain Gill. Moreover, 
when the Chinese border is reached at  Ta-chien-la, the nsreet  city of any import- 
ance, namely, Yachou, ie still seven or eight days distant, and hm water communi- 
cation with the cm. Setting aside, for a moment, the l'ibetan roads, the only 
practicable way from Amam to Batung is acrolrs the Patkoi B i b  to Burmah, thence 
into Ytiman by the Bawaddy track, and m northwards by W e h ,  a distance of 7 6 0  
miles,-a two-months' journey a t  least in such a wuntry, whereby on arrival a t  
Betang the freight alone, calcnlated,at Tibetan rate, would be half 8s mnch again as 
the market price of Chinem tea. 

The most direct road would of course be through Tibetan territory; but if Tibet 
be open, what purpose can be served by going to Batang ? l b t  town ie a junction 
of high roads to Sail-ch'nan, Yiinnan, and Lhassa, and is oonaequently a point of 
great political importance to the Chinese Government. But ita mle commeroial gig- 
nificance worth the name, althongh there is a good deal of peddlery, is derived from 
the psseage through it  of Yerkalo salt and Yachou tea on their way weatwarda 
Now Asearn ia admirably placed for taking this tea-trnde in flank, and might even 
mpply Western Tibet, without seriously affeoting the Yachou export, since the 
whole quantity of the letter would only suffice for the oorummption of a million 
Tibetans, The dif6culty of crowing the Himalapa may be adduoed aa the most 
obvious impediment; but if any track whatever e x i n b a s  we know it does--it can- 
not be more formidable than the icy - encountered by AbM Huc on hi journey 
from Lhesse'to Ta-chien-lu by the Chinese tea-route. 

The p r i m  above qnoted of about half a rupee per lb. in L b  do not, perhaps, 
at dmt sight appear to hold out a very enconmging promiim of a direct tea-ttade 
from Assam to Tibet ; but, as already remarked, the prim rises in a ratio altogether 
out of proportion to the distance of the market from the tekroate, and very quickly 
reachea a figure which puts the article beyond the purchseing power of the country 
people. Thin state of things arises not from the diloulties and dangen of the bye- 
r o d s  so mnch as from the policy of the Lamas, who, being the traders and money- 
lenden of the country, and the only capitalists,have many motivea for confining the 
traffic in a channel which they can moat easily direct to their own advantage. They 
make grater and steadier profits by restricting the trade to one main line, along 
which they can monopoliee it, thRn they could by opening new markets in district8 
a t  a distance from tbeir lamaserais, where it  would be liable to stray from their 
command. This they can the more easily effect, became the slipply of tea ie far 
inferior to the demand, and because it  is not snbject to much fluctaation, Mr. 
Cooper writen very strongly on these points, and frequently recurs to them-" The 
whole busineas in life of the Tibetans seems to be to procure a sufficiency of ten ; 
and i t  is no cheap luxury ; for the Lamas, keeping in their hands the retail, aa the 
Chinese do the wholesllle, trade, by thicl means reduce the people to absolute depen- 
donce on them, exacting in return for the precious article labour and produce. Grain, 
yaks, eheep, horses, and even children, are given to the r a p i o m  priesthood in pay- 
ment for tea." l'his statement may appear to bo tainted with exaggeretion, but it 
occ0rCs p~e t ty  exactly with the account I have received, among othsrq from ou 
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aportato Lama Under mch circumrtancee, i t  will be admitted that the free circa- 
lation of tea-briclre is not likely to be encouraged. The pnctioe of hoarding tea 
ia the lamaserais iq by iteelf, sufficiently convincing. I t  may be taken ae certain 
that the vast majority of Tibetans are unable to p m w e  tea, or a t  any rate enough of 
it ; that they are eager to purchase i t  ; and that they wodd pay for i t  p h  of which 
half a rupee may be regarded as the minimum ; moreover, that the districts where it 
would sell moet easily and advantageoaely are thoee which ere furthest removed fmm 
the C'hinwe tea-route, or, in other words, thore which are nearest to a. It is 
~uperfiuone to remark that the merest sweepings of the Asmm godom would make 
better tea than the Tibetans have ever drunk. 

In  a few yeam' time, when Tibet has been opened, we ahaU begin to ask one 
another how i t  oame about that the moet powerful and progreseive of d e i t i c  
ampi- should have snffemd the long frontier of ib moet flouriahiig provincw to be 
oompletaly c l o d  for m many jm to the p m g a  of any individual of the governing 
race, and that not by a formidable rival but by one feeble Tibetan State, for there 
are many Tibetan States h i d e s  Lhrulea-dk I t  is generally twmmed that the 
oktaolea to intemmmunication are of a physical nature ; but if m, them would be 
no trade, w h m  evidenoee of a very extensive exchange. abound, even m fsr east as 
Taden-lu, in tbe um of rupees and of many artioles of Indo-European origin. To 
mention mme of the more trivial-but on accmll~lt of their very triviality the more 
convincing-instancee, the common dinner-plate of the Tibetans, when they use any, 
nre of tin, stamped in the centre with an efligg of mme Europan celebrity. In thoat 
which I examined I recopid the third Napoleon, the Prince and Princes of 
Wales, and Mr. Glad&one, all supposed by the nativea to r e p m n t  Buddhas of more 
or lars mctity. Round the rim of the plate, in all caea, were W p e d  the lettem 
of the English alphabet, from A to Z.* The most deeirable buttono, again, are four- 
anna piecee, and so rtrong in the demand, that t h  of there are worth a rupee, 
Britiah army buttons are as oommon as blackberrieat Even corhrewr are offered 
tor sale in Ta-chien-lu, although no one can explain their we, The presence of 
such mieoellanwua and cheap articles htifiee to the facility of trade, while the great 
qnantity of rupeed proves ib extent. But although commercial intercourse crooea 
the  whole breadth of Tibetan countries, diplomatic relations have not yet penetrated 
to the nearest of them, L h d B .  Yet the distance from Calcutta to Lhawa, in I) 
h t  line, ie lea than from Paris to Berlia Uutil such relations are established 
and maintained, there can be no hope whatever or a l'ibeten market for Assam teas. 
Exploring miseionn, no matter how well o r g a n i d  or amply fnrniahed, effect 
nothing in the intereat of trade, so long ae the adverse influence of the Resident 
Chinese Legates and of the Lamas is unchecked. No matter how short the route, 
or convenient the road, the hostility of these two partiecl would be ronsed to the 
ntmoet against any project for a tea-trade. Even if the goode were edmitteci, which 
is in the last degree improbable, they wotlld be hurdened with such a weight of 
Tibetan duea and Chinese Likin, that the British frontier would be almost the limit 
of pro6table sale. But if the oppoeition were kept within tair and reasonable 
bundg by the exchange of a convention and the introduction of diplomatic machinery 
to give it d a t i v e  action, the Tibetang with their fondness for tea and their dislike 
of Chinamen, would be the first to welcome the best warn to the hest market by the 
shorteat mad. 

In  the mountainous region west of Kiating I diecovered two kinds of tea of IIO 

unexpected a natnre that I wrcely venture to mention them. I n  the monasteries 

These sere n o t i d  by me near BatRng ('Biver of Golden Sand,' ii. p. !209J-<\V. G. 
t See dm a v e r  of Golden Eand,' U p. IS?.-+. C).] 
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on ~ o u n t  0-mi, or as it  ia locally named, for brevity's wke, Mount 0, I was 
regaled by the monke with an infusion of tea which is naturally sweet, tasting like 
coarse congou with a plentiful addition of brown wgar. I t  is only grown on the 
alop'of the mountain, and by the monks ; two days' journey further west no one 
had even heard of ita existence. I did not see the plant growing, and it is just 
possible that it  is not tea at  all ; the prepared leaf, however, hat all the appearance 
of tea, and no one on whom I have tried the experiment has taken i t  for anything 
elee, or remarked upon ita peculiarity, beyond inquhing why I put m much sngar in 
it. I am forwarding a specimen to Shanghai, withoat giving any hint of ita singu- 
larity, for professional examination, 1n order that a tea-inspector's report may be 
appended to them notes. . The other variety, prepteroue aa the statement may appear, has a natural 
flavour of milk, or prhapa more exactly of butter. What is more interesting than 
this oddity ia the fact that it is wild tea, growing in ite native elevated habitat 
without any aid from human cultivation. An unimpeachable instance of a wild tea- 
plant hss never yet been adduced in China I t  hiu been supposed to oocur in 
Formcea, but the specimens I found in the north of that island had evidently strayed 
from cultivation. The practice of drinking an infusion m d e  from the wild plant 
has, I believe, never been met with anywhere. The wild tea in question is found in 
the uninhabited wildernew west of Ki t ing  and muth of Yachou, a t  heights of 6000 
feet and upwarde, and wee described to me as a leafy shrub 16 feet high, with a 
stem mme four inches thick. The wild mulberry is found in the eame locality. 
Every part of the plant, except the root, is used for making the infusion. The 
wood is chopped up and put into a kettle of water with the dried leaves and twigs, 
and being boiled, yields a strongly colonred but weak tea, poseesainS a buttery 
flavour which givea i t  u certain resemblance to the Tibetan preparation. It cannot 
be obtained in Yachou. The only p l m  where I found it in use ia the Huang-mu2 
ch'ang platean, a terrace perched among the stupendone gorgea of the T'ung river. 
I only brought away a small quantity, which unluckily was drnnk by mistake ; but 
I hope next summer to make a general botanical expedition to the district, when it 
will be easy to procure a plentiful specimen. 

E. COLBOBRE BABEB. 
C a v a ~ o .  

25th January, 1879. 

VOL. I. 












